
have various underlying philosophies and
views of the world.

Cultural Freedom Art is an integral part
of daily life. It should not be treated as just a
commodity produced by the activity of an elite
group. Socialists work to create opportunities
for participation in art and cultural activities.
We work for the restoration and preservation
of the history and culture of working people,
women, and oppressed minorities.

The Personal as Political Living under
domination and struggling against it exact a
personal toll. Socialists regard the distortion
of personal life and interpersonal relations un-
der capitalism as a political matter. Social-
ism must ultimately improve life; this cannot
be accomplished by demanding that personal
lives be sacrificed for the movement. We cher-
ish the right of personal privacy and the en-
richment of culture through diversity.

Electoral Action & Activism CSP does
not divorce electoral politics from other strate-
gies for basic change. However, due to ballot
access laws in the State of Illinois and the City
of Chicago and for other reasons, the current
feasibility of running socialist candidates for
office is minimal. As a result, CSP leaves up to
to its members which candidates to support in
lieu of a socialist alternative while it continues
to build a socialist movement. CSP recognizes
that “politics” is not just “electorial politics”
and, as a result, also functions an activist orga-
nization. CSP has worked in support of such
activities as labor campaigns, anti-war cam-
paigns, prison outreach, policy advocacy, and
worker education.

Democratic Revolution From Below No
oppressed group has ever been liberated except
by its own organized efforts to overthrow its
oppressors. A society based on radical democ-
racy, with power exercised through people’s or-
ganizations, requires a socialist transformation
from below. People’s organizations cannot be
created by legislation, nor can they spring into
being only on the eve of a revolution. They can
grow only in the course of popular struggles,
especially those of women, labor, and minor-
ity groups. CSP works to build these organi-
zations democratically.

Contact Us

If you agree with these principles, then we
encourage you to join the Chicago Socialist
Party. Please visit our website or contact us:

CSP
PO Box 57-8398

Chicago IL 60657-8398
chgosp@juno.com

chicagosocialistparty.com

Illustrations borrowed from our friends’ Democratic So-
cialists of America’s “Towards Freedom: Democratic
Socialist Theory and Practice.”

Chicago Socialist Party

The Chicago Socialist Party (CSP) strives to
establish a radical democracy that places peo-
ple’s lives under their own control—a non-
racist, classless, feminist, socialist society in
which people cooperate at work, at home, and
in the community.

Socialism is not mere government ownership,
a welfare state, or a repressive bureaucracy.
Socialism is a new social and economic order
in which workers and consumers control pro-
duction and community residents control their
neighborhoods, homes, and schools. The pro-
duction of society is used for the benefit of
all humanity, not for the private profit of a
few. Socialism produces a constantly renewed
future by not plundering the resources of the
earth.

Radical democracy is the cornerstone not only
of our socialism but also of our strategy. Here
are the main features of each:

Socialist Society

Freedom & Equality CSP is committed to
full freedom of speech, assembly, press, and
religion, and to a multi-party system. We are
dedicated to the abolition of male supremacy
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andclasssociety,andtotheeliminationofall
formsofoppression,includingthosebasedon
race,nationalorigin,age,sexualpreferences,
anddisablingconditions.

ProductionForUse,NotForProfitIna
socialistsystemthepeopleownandcontrolthe
meansofproductionanddistributionthrough
democraticallycontrolledpublicagencies,co-
operatives,orothercollectivegroups.Thepri-
marygoalofeconomicactivityistoprovide
thenecessitiesoflife,includingfood,shelter,
healthcare,education,childcare,culturalop-
portunities,andsocialservices.

FullEmploymentUnderwelfarecapital-
ism,areservepoolofpeopleiskeptundered-
ucated,under-skilledandunemployed,largely
alongracialandgenderlines,toexertpres-
sureonthosewhoareemployedandonorga-
nizedlabor.Theemployedpayforthisknife
thatcapitalismholdstotheirthroatsbybe-
ingtaxedtofundwelfareprogramstomain-
taintheunemployedandtheirchildren.In
thiswaytheworkingclassisdividedagainst
itself;thosewithjobsandthosewithoutare
separatedbyresentmentandfear.Insocial-
ism,fullemploymentisrealizedforeveryone
whowantstowork.

Worker&CommunityControlInsocial-
istsociety,powerresidesinworker-managed
andcooperativeenterprises.Community-
basedcooperativeshelpprovidetheflexibility
andinnovationrequiredinadynamicsocial-
isteconomy.Workershavetherighttoform
unionsfreely,andtostrikeandengageinother
formsofjobactions.Workerandcommu-
nitycontrolmakeitpossibletocombinelife

atwork,homeandinthecommunityintoa
meaningfulwholeforadultsandchildren.

EcologicalHarmonyAsocialistsociety
carefullyplansitswayoflifeandtechnologyto
beaharmoniouspartofournaturalenviron-
ment.Thisplanningtakesplaceonregional,
national,andinternationallevelsandcovers
theproductionofenergy,theuseofscarcere-
sources,land-useplanning,thepreventionof
pollutionandthepreservationofwildlife.The
cleanupofthecontaminatedenvironmentand
thecreationofanuclear-freeworldareamong
thefirsttasksofasocialistsociety.

SocialistStrategy

SocialistFeminismandWomen’sLiber-
ationSocialistfeminismisaninclusiveway
ofcreatingsocialchange.Wevaluesynthe-
sisandcooperationratherthanconflictand
competition.Weworkagainsttheexploita-
tionandoppressionofwomenwholivewith
lowerwages,inferiorworkingconditionsand
subordinationinthehome,insocietyandin

politics.Socialistsstruggleforthefullfreedom
ofwomenandmentocontroltheirownbod-
iesandreproductivesystemsandtodetermine
theirownsexualorientation.

LiberationofOppressedPeopleBigotry
anddiscriminationhelptherulingclassdivide,
exploit,andabuseworkershereandinthe
ThirdWorld.CSPworkstoeliminateprej-
udiceanddiscriminationinallitsforms.We
recognizetherightofself-defenseintheface
ofattacks;wealsosupportnon-violentdirect
actionincombatingoppression.Wefullysup-
portstrongandexpandedaffirmativeaction
programstohelpcombattheentrenchediner-
tiaofaracistandsexistsystemwhichprofits
fromdiscriminationandsocialdivision.

InternationalSolidarity&PeacePeople
aroundtheworldhavemoreincommonwith
eachotherthanwiththeirrulers.Wecon-
demnwar,preparationforwar,andthemili-
taristicculturebecausetheyplayhavocwith
people’slivesanddivertresourcesfromcon-
structivesocialprojects.Militarismalsocon-
centratesevengreaterpowerinthehandsof
thefew,thepowerfulandtheviolent.Wealign
withnonation,butonlywithworkingpeople
throughouttheworld.

InternalDemocracySocialismand
democracyareoneandindivisible.CSPis
democratic,withitsstructureandpractices
visibleandaccessibletoallmembers.We
rejectdogmaandpromoteinternaldebate.
CSPisa“multi-tendency”organization.We
orientourselvesaroundourprinciplesand
developacommonprogram,butourmembers


